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How do we ensure that we are passing on genuine faith and godliness to our 

children and not just a form of religion—right answers and behavior without 

a change of heart?  

 

Quote: Give Them Grace, pg. 18 (Elyse Fitzpatrick).  

 

It’s not enough to teach our kids to make moral decisions and take them to 

church to learn the “right answers.” We must give them an understanding of 

their need for God’s saving grace. They cannot be good by their own 

attempts. Only Jesus is good, yet His goodness is ours when we are in Him. 

The best way for our kids to take hold of this counter-cultural truth is not by 

just going to church once or twice a week but seeing and hearing it as the 

fabric of our lives and homes.  

 

Israel faced a similar challenge in Deut. 6. After 40 years in the wilderness, 

they are on the verge of taking the promised land. God has just renewed His 

covenant relationship with His people and they are about to move into a 

pagan land filled with idolatry and worship to false gods. The question is; 

how will they maintain their spiritual fidelity and successfully pass on this 

faith to their children? How will they maintain covenant faithfulness to God 

for succeeding generations?  

 

Deut. 6 outlines a strategy for multi-generational faithfulness. 

 

Seven tactics for multigenerational faithfulness to God: 

 

1. Walk in the Fear of God [vs. 1-3] 
 

Let’s not miss the obvious in vs. 1. God has given His 

commandments and laws for the purpose of obedience. The aim and 

direction of every believer’s life should be full obedience to all that 

God commands. James 1 teaches us that God is never satisfied with 

mere hearer’s of the Word. Rather He blesses those who bring their 

life into conformity with what God’s word.  

 

But notice in vs. 2 that obedience is not just a personal, private 

matter. Obeying God in the fear of the Lord has multi-generational 

implications: [vs. 2] 

 

Our obedience to God’s Word will have a direct impact on how our 

children and grandchildren walk in the Fear of God. By addressing 

sons and grandsons, God is not minimizing the need to disciple our 

daughters as well. Judaism was a patriarchal society in which a 

husband and father was to take responsibility for the spiritual 

leadership of his family. So when he references sons and grandsons, 

we can presume that these young men will grow up to be husbands 

and fathers who will also establish the spiritual direction of their 

families, whether good or bad. In other words, this is a vision of 

multi-generational faithfulness.  

 

The Fear of the Lord ~ Doing what is right in the eyes of the Lord 

(living life so as to please
1
 Him) knowing that He is the One to 

whom we must give an account for all things and that He is the 

rewarder of those who love and obey Him.  

 

The fear of the Lord is what provides the wisdom for us to walk 

before God with a heart of loving obedience. And that loving 

obedience out of the fear of God will have a shaping effect on our 

children and grandchildren. Our children will see God through the 

lens of our lives. If we love, fear, and obey God, we are preparing 

the soil of their hearts to do the same—not apart from God’s grace at 

work in their hearts but as a means of God’s grace. If we disciple 

them, teaching them the Word, teaching them to pray with 

dependence and confidence in God, they will see spiritual training as 

a normal part of family life. When I invest in the spiritual formation 

of my family, it’s not just for them. I have a vision of giving them a 

vision of God that will equip them with a vision to do the same for 

their children.  

 

By the way, I believe that one of the best ways to nurture the fear of 

God in our children is to read and reread the Bible stories—all of 

them—and read them through a God-centered lens rather than just a 

moral or lesson-based lens.  

 

Finally, notice that this call to obedience in vs. 1-3 is given in the 

spirit of blessing: [vs. 3] Don’t forfeit God’s promise of blessing by 

failing to walk in obedience to His commands. If you sense that you 

                                                 
1
 PLEASE (seeking His delight because I love Him) vs. APPEASE (Doing the 

minimum requirement to get Him off of my back) 



are lacking God’s favor and blessing, I would urge you to repent of 

not listening to the Word with a heart of obedience.  

 

2. Give the affections of your heart wholly to the one true God    

[vs. 4-5]. 
 

Remember that as Israel takes possession of the promised land, it is 

not vacant territory. It is a land saturated with pagan worship and 

idolatry; a land where people were seeking to appease many false 

gods.  

 

But vss. 4 and 5 cut through the cultural noise. There is no need for 

spiritual confusion. There is only 1 God—YHWH; all others can be 

rejected and ignored. YWHW is our God—no one else. He is the 

only true God and is to be regarded as singular in your life.  

 

And our God is not to just be appeased. He is to be loved with our 

whole heart because He is a glorious God of grace. The idea in vs. 5 

is that we are to love God with all our being. To love God with all 

our heart is not mere emotionalism but genuine affection is grounded 

in the mind and will.
2
 The heart is the well from which we draw all 

of life’s decisions. The soul has to do with the vitality and strength of 

our inner life while loving God with all our strength means using all 

of our capacity to serve Him.
3
  

 

Let me remind you here that the Bible reserves the phrase “all your 

heart” for God alone. Twenty-one times the Bible calls us to live 

before God with all of our heart. The phrase “with all your heart” is 

used always and only of our relationship with God. So are we to love 

our spouse and our kids with all of our heart? We are to love our 

spouse and our kids with a whole hearted love for God. In other 

words, we are to love them as an expression of our love for God 

which always prioritizes His supremacy. That means, I don’t just 

want to give them love, I want to give them God. I want to see Christ 

formed in them, not just success and happiness.  

 

Verse 5 is one of the most important verses in all of the Bible. Jesus said, 

“You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your 

soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and foremost commandment. 

                                                 
2
 The Hebrew words for heart and mind (leb, lebah) are closely related.  

3
 McConville, p.  

The second is like it, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two 

commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets." (Matt. 22:37). To 

be a Christian is not to do Christian things or to believe Christian truths. It is 

to love God, whom we serve and believe, with all of our heart, soul, mind, 

and strength.  There is nothing more significant to pray for your kids.  

 

Let me conclude this point by reminding you that our obedience is to be 

birthed out of love because God’s law is birthed out of grace (Deut. 5:6). 

God is not just some bully who makes all the rules. He is a God of grace who 

rescued Israel from slavery and rescues us from sin and gives us His law so 

that our lives might be conformed to His holiness and experience His 

blessing.  

 

3. Train your children in the ways of God from a heart for God  

[vs. 6-9]. 
 

The words that shall be on our heart in vs. 6 are not only God’s law, 

but this exhortation to obey them and love Him with all our heart as 

the one true God. To have them on our heart means that we will 

think, ponder, and meditate on them with a heart to obey, not out of 

legalism but in response to God’s grace. To have God’s word on 

your heart is to never have it far from your thoughts. To have God’s 

word on your heart is inform your decisions by it.  

 

It’s having God’s word on our hearts that allows us to be ready at 

any moment to teach our children and apply God’s truth to their 

daily lives.  

 

Verse 7 admonishes us to make God and His ways the main theme of 

our family conversations. This includes a lot of informal spiritual 

conversations like when we are riding in the car together or when we 

are engaging in everyday family life together.  

 

But it is also necessary for us to have intentional times of directing 

our children to the Lord. How can you help your children begin or 

end their day focusing on our God of grace. When will you devote 

time to reading the Scriptures with them and mining its wisdom for 

current events in their lives?  

 

Dad’s, I want to especially challenge you this morning to take up the 

mantle of spiritual leadership in your home by adopting the Ezra’s 

vision: “For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the LORD, 



and to practice it, and to teach His statutes and ordinances in 

Israel.” (Ezra 7:10) Establish a vision for your home: i.e. TEFC. 

 

Your relationship with God was never meant to be a matter of mere 

religious forms like going to church. Loving God must be the core of 

your identity: Who am I? I am a lover of God! And when God’s 

grace and His ways are written on my heart, He will be the heart and 

soul of family life. Our lives are to revolve around the centrality of 

God in love and obedience.  

 

4. Fixate your vision on the grace of God [vs. 10-12]. 
 

God is saying, when you get to the promised land, don’t forget that 

everything you have is a gift of grace—its all come from Me. Let’s 

read vs. 10-12 again, but this time I’m going to have you read the 

bold words: 

 

"Then it shall come about when the LORD your God brings you into the land which 

He swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you, great and splendid 

cities which you did not build, 

 11 and houses full of all good things which you did not fill, and hewn cisterns which 

you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant, and you shall eat 

and be satisfied, 

 12 then watch yourself, lest you forget the LORD who brought you from the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery.” 

 

Now you may be thinking, well that sounds great but I had to build 

my own house; I had to build my own business and clientele. No 

body’s handed me anything. And yet if God had not given you the 

body, mind, and heart that you have, you’d be nothing. If He had not 

afforded you opportunities and ambition, you would be like a 

deflated balloon. Don’t deceive yourself into thinking that you are a 

self-made man or woman. Abandon the false gods of self-reliance 

and self-sufficiency. Our sense of self-congratulatory pride must die. 

Our desire to have an identity of success must be slain with the 

sword of grace-driven worship.  

 

Don’t forget the Lord! Don’t forget that He is your sufficiency. 

Don’t forget that if He had not brought you out of slavery, you 

would still be helplessly oppressed.  

 

Prosperity has a way of blinding us to the God who provides for us. 

Never loose sight of what God’s grace has done and still does for 

you every day.  

 

5. Don’t test the jealousy of God [vs. 13-19]. 
 

There are really two warnings in this passage, both having to do with 

giving God His rightful place of honor: 

 

• The warning against provoking the jealousy of God with 

false worship (vs. 13-15) 

 

God is a jealous God in the sense that He will not share His 

glory with another. It is an offense of infinite proportion to 

bestow on anyone or anything less than God the dignity of 

worship. Don’t miss the severity of this warning: [15b].  

 

• The warning against testing God with our unbelief (vs. 16-

19) 

 

[vs. 16] The experience of Massah comes from Exodus 17 

where the Israelites in the wilderness thirsted for water and 

they grumbled against Moses and tested the Lord saying, “Is 

the Lord among us or not?” They demanded that He prove 

Himself to them.  

 

It’s not that they did not have a legitimate need. But in that 

need they did not trust the Lord who had done great things 

for them.  

 

The only way in which we are to test the Lord is by trusting 

Him with our obedience to be true to His promises. In 

Malachi 3:10 the Lord tells His people to bring in the whole 

tithe saying, “test me now in this…if I will not open for you 

the windows of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until 

it overflows.”  

 

This kind of testing comes out of a heart of obedient faith. 

But the testing that we are warned against in Deut 6, comes 

from a heart of disobedient unbelief and it will always lead 

to ruin. This is why vs. 17 goes on to say, “you should 

diligently keep the commandments of the Lord your God.” 



 

Obedience is an act of faith when in comes out of a heart of 

love for God. So don’t test the jealousy of God. Love God 

with a heart of obedient faith.  

 

6. Tell your children the story of God’s gracious and glorious 

deliverance (vs. 20-23). 

 

This is the 3
rd

 time we’ve seen a multi-generational emphasis in 

chapter 6.  

• The exhortation to fear the Lord was extended to 3 

generations in vs. 2 (“You, your son, and your grandson”).  

• Then there was the exhortation for family discipleship in vs. 

6-9.  

• And now we are once again encouraged to rehearse to our 

kids what God has done. When they ask you why we have 

these laws and regulations, you are to tell them what God 

has done: 1) You are to tell them of God’s grace, how he 

brought you out of slavery when you were helplessly 

oppressed—vs. 21.  2) You are to tell them of God’s great 

and glorious power—[vs. 22].  3) You are to tell them of 

God’s covenant faithfulness, that He is faithful to His 

promises—[vs. 23]. 

 

What is the story of God’s grace in your own life? Never cease 

telling your children how God’s grace has rescued you. Can you tell 

them of the ongoing work of God’s grace in your heart day by day? 

Don’t deny your children the high definition picture of God’s grace 

on the big screen of your life.  

 

7. Remember the rewards of righteousness (vs. 24-25). 

 

In the scriptures the abundant life, the life of blessing, is a righteous 

life. What is a righteousness life? It is a person who has been so 

transformed by God’s grace, that He loves God with his whole heart 

and gladly orders his life according to God’s standards.  

 

Here’s what I want you to see: A life of radical obedience to God is 

for our good, and it glorifies God because He is righteous and only 

by His grace can we be the same.  

 

**Concluding Exhortation: DON’T BYPASS THE GOSPEL! 

 
Let’s set Deut. 6 into the larger context of the Bible, primarily the gospel.  

 
The gravest mistake we could make would be to walk away from Deut 6 

thinking and telling our kids: “God has given us His law. Now we just have 

to obey it and God will bless us; God will be happy with us.” � vs. 25.  

 

The reality is that we can’t keep His law. Our sinful hearts don’t and can’t 

love God fully without a miraculous intervention of grace. We must not 

deceive ourselves thinking that godliness is achieved by mere obedience to a 

code of moral standards like the 10 commandments. It’s not enough to just 

believe that we are good because we attempt to do what is good. There is 

only one good man—Jesus—and all the rest are lost. But the good news of 

the gospel is that His goodness, His right standing before God becomes ours 

when we are married to Him in faith.  

 

This does not minimize the call to obedience. It actually magnifies it. That 

God would be so passionate about his glory being displayed through the holy 

lives of His people, He not only gave us the law—He gave us His only Son, 

perfectly  holy, so that His goodness, His righteousness, might be ours 

though the gift of faith.  

 

It’s not until grace takes over your heart, that you can and will love God with 

all your heart in true obedience. This is the gospel we must believe; this is 

the gospel we must impart to our children—that Christ died for our sins, so 

that by believing in Him, His righteousness, His goodness, becomes ours.  

 

[Romans 3; phrases] 


